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Jewish Learning Online

• What:
Learning is a key value of Judaism
– People are praised for their knowledge

• Who:
The internet is democratizing the learning 
process
– Not just for the elite any more
– Anyone can contribute

• How:
The internet enabled new forms of learning



The first Jewish website:  11/1993



Channels of Learning

Traditional
 Hebrew school
 Yeshiva
 Chavrutah
 Books

New
 Email distribution list
 Email/online groups
 Static websites
 Interactive websites
 Social networking
 Online courses
 Online degrees



What to Learn
• Religion
– Holidays
– Life cycle events
– Beliefs
– Practices

• Culture
– Art
– Film
–Music
– Literature

• History
– Biblical/Modern
– Holocaust
– Israel/Diaspora

• Text
– Bible
– Rabbinic literature
– Liturgy

• Hebrew / Yiddish



Religion/Text

• AskMoses.com – anonymous Chabad forum
– Live counseling and knowledge base of information on 

Judaism containing answers to a range of personal, 
spiritual and practical questions

• MyJewishLearning.com - articles
– Transdenominational website

• Torah.org – email classes and their archives
• Shamash.org – dozens of email lists
– The oldest and best known Jewishly oriented service to 

provide tools to maintain discussion forums for the benefit 
of the Jewish community.











Online Courses

• ConservativeYeshiva.org

• JewishStudies.org

• JewishStudies.Rutgers.edu



Online Degrees
 Gratz.edu

 Gratz College - the first transdenominational 
Jewish college in the United States

• HebrewCollege.edu
– Founded in 1921, dedicated to the principle that 

rigorous, pluralistic Jewish education
• JTSA.edu 
– Jewish Theological Seminary of America

• ajula.edu
– American Jewish University



Repurposing Text

• TaggedTanakh.org
– is a collaborative platform spearheaded by JPS, 

that joins vetted content and user-generated 
commentary around the Jewish Bible.

• OpenSiddur.org
– craft your own siddur and share your work

• OpenSourceHaggadah.com
– where you can create your own Passover 

Haggadah online



Social Networking

• Shmooze.com
– a place where you can share yours, no matter how 

controversial
• Jmix.com
–Mix, mingle and network with the Jewish 

community
• JewCrew.org
– a social utility that connects you with Jewish 

people



Languages

• YiddishCulture.org
• eTeacherHebrew.com
• LiveMocha.com (Hebrew & Yiddish)
– “largest online language learning community, 

offering free and paid online language courses”
– 35 languages

• MangoLanguages.com (Hebrew)
– online language-learning system that teaches 

actual conversation skill
– 37 languages







Other

• Hebcal.com
– Free Jewish calendar and holiday web site

• G-dcast.com
– G-dcast is animating Torah for today! We make 

quirky cartoons out of classic Jewish text.
• jwa.org - Jewish Women Archive
– to uncover, chronicle, and transmit to a broad 

public the rich history of American Jewish women.


