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Welcome to Congregation Beth Ami's Days of Awe!

We are rapidly closing in on the end of one Jewish year, 5770, and the

beginning of a bright new one, 5771. The High Holy Days, also known in

our tradition as Yamim Noraim -- the Days of Awe -- include deeply

personal reflection, introspection, and repentance, as well as numerous

opportunities for communal celebrations. We hope that your participation at

services and activities at Beth Ami during this very special time of year will

be rewarding and spiritually fulfilling.

Please read the enclosed information carefully and respond as quickly as

possible. Keep our schedule of holiday programming handy to aid in

planning your participation. We look forward to your joining Rabbi George

Schlesinger, Cantor Natan Meir, and us as we welcome the New Year at

Congregation Beth Ami.

 Shanah Tovah u'Metukah -- a good and sweet year!

Patty Bernstein Carolyn Metz
President Interim Executive Director
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Selichot Saturday, September 4 Sanctuary 8:15 p.m.
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Erev Rosh Hashanah Wednesday, September 8 Friedman Center 7:30 p.m.
1st Day Thursday, September 9 Friedman Center 9:00 a.m.
Children’s Service Sanctuary 10:30 a.m.
Tot Shabbat Room 12-13 10:00 a.m.
Tashlich Howarth Park 4:45 p.m.
2nd Day Friday, September 10 Sanctuary 9:00 a.m.
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Shabbat Shuvah Friday, September 10 Sanctuary 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, September 11 Sanctuary 9:30 a.m.
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Kol Nidre Friday, September 17 Friedman Center 6:30 p.m.
Yom Kippur Saturday, September 18 Friedman Center 10:00 a.m.
Children’s Service Sanctuary 10:30 a.m.
Yizkor Sanctuary 4:30 p.m.
Mincha Sanctuary 5:15 p.m.
Teen  T’Shuvah
Service

Room 12 -13 5:00 p.m.

Neila Sanctuary 6:45 p.m.
Shofar (followed by
Break- the - Fast)

Sanctuary 8:00 p.m.
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Sukkot 1st Day Thursday, September 23 Sanctuary 9:30 a.m.

Sukkot 2nd Day Friday, September 24 Sanctuary 9:30 a.m.

Shabbat Services Saturday, September 25 Sanctuary 10:00 a.m.

Shemini Atzeret Thursday, September 30 Sanctuary 9:30 a.m.

Yizkor Sanctuary Approx.  11:00
a.m.

Erev Simchat Torah Thursday, September 30 Sanctuary 7:30 p.m.

Simchat Torah Friday, October 1 Sanctuary 9:30 a.m.

We are glad to have you as a part of our congregational family. The
Religious Practices Committee has put together a brief, dowloadable
guide that is intended to familiarize you with the rhythm of our
services. For some, following the Hebrew can be intimidating. Others,
although they have a reading knowledge of Hebrew, may find the
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entire experience strange and foreign. Our hope is that the suggestions and description of
services will make your High Holy Day experiences more meaningful.  Find the guide on our
website: www.BethAmiSR.org under News & Events.
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Join us Saturday night, September 4, at 8:15 P.M. as Rabbi Schlesinger leads the penitential
prayers that mark the formal beginning of the High Holy Day season.

Following Selichot services, Alfred & Susanne Batzdorff will lead a discussion and study session
on the issues of repentance.  Remember, the “severity of the decree” is minimized in three
ways: T’shuvah (repentance), Tefillah (prayer) and Tzedakah (deeds of charity).  Learn how our
sages understood these terms and the process of forgiveness.

Together we will enter the High Holy Days in the spirit of solemn reflection and thought.  Let the
holiday season begin with study, prayer and music.

� ���� �� ��� �8�
 ������� �� 	
	� ������
 ����� ��
 �������� �������5��� � 6� 6

Your presence at this brief but moving ceremony in the Beth Ami section of the Santa Rosa
Memorial Park on Franklin Avenue will support those who mourn, honor those whose work we
continue to enjoy, and remember those who have been left behind. You need not be a mourner
or have anyone buried there to participate. You need not be an adult. Children will also find this
ceremony revealing, interesting and comforting.

This ritual prepares us for the High Holy Days in two ways.  We derive merit by doing a mitzvah 
that will  argue for us in the Heavenly Court.  And we prepare for a fuller experience of the  
Day of Atonement, as we are reminded of the fleeting nature of life, and are moved to live  
more honestly and intentionally.

In addition, we will attend to the accumulated sacred texts of the past year, burying them with
love and respect.  
$*%!�9!�)"!&)�&::�)!;),�$*�9-$%-��(<=,�*&+!�&00!&" ,�$*� !."!9�&,�,&%"!<
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%:&,,!,C�)(�)-!�,'*&>(>/!�(BB$%!�,(�)-&)�)-!'�+&'�. !�<$,0(,!<�(B�$*�&*�&00"(0"$&)!�+&**!"6   In
this manner, we learn cemetery etiquette and come to see the lives of those who have gone
before us as beautiful and as holy as the text of Torah. 


  	����� =
 �
 ���	
�
 �D�� �
 � �
 ��� �

Rosh Hashanah services for children in 2nd grade and younger will  be led by
Lauren Kalmanson beginning at 10 a.m.  in rooms 12 and 13.
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We’ll  meet  at  Lake  Ralphine  for  Tashlich.  This  is  a  remarkable
ceremony — symbolic and concrete all at the same time. Through this
ritual,  we  express  not  only  our  desire  to  be  free  from  sin  but  our
continuing  hope  that  we  will  be  forgiven  for  past  misdeeds.  It  is
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customary  to  go to  a  flowing  body  of  water  and to recite  prayers  while  “casting”  our  sins
(represented by bread crumbs) into the water. 
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Rick Concoff will lead this alternative service for teens (8th grade and up) in rooms 12 and 13.
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Please join us after services for a special Break – the – Fast with an array of
delicious and traditional foods, catered by Andrea Nett and Wine Country
Kosher. Though this a Beth Ami sponsored event, we invite donations to
help cover the cost. Please contact the office (office@bethamisr.org or 360-
3000.)
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We provide childcare for children ages 2-7 so that adults may attend services in the Friedman
Center. In order that we may provide adequate staffing, you ��
�����8���	
���  for each
day that you expect to use childcare. 

Please remember the following:
· Childcare is for children ages 2-7. 
· Pre-registration is necessary – there is no drop-in childcare. 
· Snacks will be provided. 
· Bring a dairy sack lunch, diapers, that special blanket or whatever your young child may

need.   
· If you have any special needs, please let us know beforehand. 
· Children must be registered in childcare in order to use playground facilities.
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1st Day Thursday, September 9 8:45 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Kol Nidre Friday, September 17 6:15 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Yom Kippur Saturday, September 18 9:45 a.m.  – 3:00 p.m.

Afternoon Services Saturday, September 18 4:00 p.m.  – 7:40 p.m.
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To give greater meaning to our voluntary fast and to help end the
involuntary fast of those who are poor and hungry, we ask that you
contribute to  ��E��5�&�F!9$,-��!,0(*,!�)(�  /*>!" � the amount

you would have spent to feed yourself and your family on Yom Kippur. Those dollars received
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from  thousands  in  our  Jewish  community  will,  in  turn,  bring  decency  and  sustenance  to
thousands in need of our help.

Another vehicle to help our community and Sonoma County is the �&:1��((<�&*<�
-!:)!"��/*<6
Everett  (z”l)  and Phyllis  Shapiro generously  created  this  fund in  memory  of  Phyllis’  father,
mother and sister. Its purpose is to provide food, shelter and clothing for those in need in the
Sonoma County Jewish community.  

Each year congregants are encouraged to make donations of non-perishable food to help meet
the needs in our local community. This year’s donations to F!9$,-��&+$:'�G�
-$:<"!*=,�
!"#$%!,
will help stock the shelves of needy families and children right here in Sonoma County. Fill up a
grocery bag and return it with healthy, non-perishable foods by September 20. 

Now,  and throughout  the year,  remember  that  giving Tzedakah (charity)  helps others while
improving ourselves.  Bring back your bag of food, contribute to MAZON an d support the
Malk Fund. 


 ����� �� ���� �G�� ����

If  the High Holidays are coming, then Sukkot  can’t  be far behind.
That means, it’s time to order your Lulav and Etrog. What’s that? It’s
a citron and palm/myrtle/willow combination that we use each day of
the holiday to celebrate the harvest.  Why should I have one?  They
smell good, look funky, sound neat when shaken, and signify much
that  edifies  us.  And  besides,  they  make  for  a  tangible  and
memorable  holiday  practice.  Once  you’ve  held  one,  you’ll  never
forget it, and you’ll look forward to Sukkot all year.

Your lulav and etrog will  be available for pick up at  the Beth Ami
office fully assembled, with an explanation of how to use them, what
the significance is, and transliterated and translated blessings.
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The ticket fee for non-members is applicable toward any full dues membership for those who
join Beth Ami between now and December 31, 2010. If you would like to make arrangements to
discuss membership,  please contact  Carolyn  Metz at  (707)  360-3000. If  you decide  to join
before the holidays, please note that single memberships include one free adult  ticket and  
family memberships include two free tickets. Your tickets will be mailed out as soon as payment
has been received. 

There  is  no  charge  for  students  with  student  identification  or  for  members  of  other
congregations with a letter on official letterhead confirming membership in good standing.

Best wishes for a sweet new year.

7



���8��������	
������	
�

�(*8
(*(+&�
(/*)'��!,$<!*),

�"$%! �/+.!"�(B��$%1!),
Individual $75.00
Household/fami
ly

$150.0
0
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Individual $150.0
0

Household/fami
ly

$250.0
0
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1st day: Thursday, 9/9 @ $14.00
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Kol Nidre: Friday, 9/17 @ $14.00
Saturday morning, 9/18 @ $14.00
Saturday afternoon, 9/18 @ $14.00
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Standard Set $36 per set
Quality Set $40 per set
Prime Set $46 per set
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Name
Address
City, State, Zip
Phone                                  Email
Please circle method of payment:      check enclosed        credit card (VISA/MC)
Credit Card #
Expiration Date
Amount to be billed
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Please return this form with payment by August 25, 2010.



                                                                                                                                                                
Full name (Please print clearly!)  Phone number

What is a “Challah Bag?” On High Holy Days, in recognition of the New Year (5771 in the
Jewish calendar), we celebrate with a special round Challah, apples and honey signifying sweet wishes
for the year ahead. The Teens at Beth Ami who are members of Sonoma County USY (SCUSY) prepare
these wonderful “Challah Bags” which you can order for yourself, your friends, family members, or other
members of Beth Ami. This fundraiser benefits the local Sonoma County USYers. 

Challah Bag Orders (minimum order of 3 bags required):
                               @ $12 each (the first 6 gifts ordered) = $________ 

                          @ $10 each (additional gifts over 6) = $________ 

                          $360 Special Chaver (friend) Package = $360
-includes a challah bag for everyone in the congregation 

�� YES, I want to reciprocate so that anyone who sends me a bag also gets = $36�
 a bag from me. This option is available for a flat rate of $36. 

�� I’m not ordering challah bag, but please accept my donation to support SCUSY.= $________

  Total due = $________
Delivery

� I will pick up my Challah Bag at Erev Rosh Hashanah Services (9/8).
� I would like my Challah Bag to be delivered to my home.
� I don’t want to receive a challah bag, but I’d like to receive a card from those who

contributed in my honor.

Volunteer Opportunity 
� I would like to help deliver challah bags. Please call me at ______________________.

Payment
�� Enclosed is a check for the amount due. 
�� Please bill my credit card for the amount due and for reciprocal gifts ordered.�

Credit Card Information:  � Visa   � MasterCard � ON FILE
Cardholder’s Name:                                                                                                                                                

Acct # __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __ -__ __ __ __- __ __ __ __ Expiration date: _____/_____ Sec Code:           

Challah Bags contain (all kosher items):    YApples     YHoney   YRound Challah
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